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Arévalo reflects on his beginnings, legacy
By Nicole Ruse

copy editor
nicoleruse@live.com

The apple orchards are
plentiful during the cold fall
months when they are perfect
for picking. Migrant workers
from all over the states gather
in the fields to pick the apples,
some with their children at
their feet helping them.
To President Rodolfo
Arévalo, being in the fields at
the age of seven with his migrant parents seemed like a
playground.
“I probably got in the way
most of the time,” Arévalo
said, laughing.
Originally from Edinburg,
Texas, his parents, along with
his six older siblings, picked
crops in a variety of states including Washington.
Arévalo said that even
though his family traveled a
lot, his parents always encouraged him and his siblings to
stay in school.
“They always managed
to make sure we got enrolled
in school wherever we were,”
said Arévalo. “For the most
part, everybody ended up
graduating from high school.
… I wouldn’t say [my parents]
pushed [college], but they encouraged it.”
While Arévalo was finishing up high school and determining what path he wanted
to take, he heard mostly discouragement from advisers,
even though he was taking college courses his senior year.
He remembers the day he
sought advice from his high
school counselor about the
steps he would need to take to
go to college.
“She said, ‘Well, you don’t
have to worry about that.

EWU President Rodolfo Arévalo will retire on June 15, leaving behind a legacy of accomplishments.

You’re not college material.
You probably could start looking at what kind of job you
want to do after you graduate,’” said Arévalo.
Arévalo went on to obtain
his bachelor’s at the University
of Texas-Pan American in his
hometown as a first-generation
student. He attended the University of Michigan to earn his
master’s and doctorate in 1973.
According to Arévalo, he was
the first Mexican American to
graduate from the University
of Michigan with a Ph.D. in

Inside:

and in the California state
university system for 18 years
before becoming president at
EWU. According to Arévalo,
he was the first Hispanic administrator the University of
Texas ever hired.
Being first at something is
not new for Arévalo. However,
that was not always the case.
“I tell students that when
I started school I was an immediate failure because when
I first went to school, … I
didn’t speak any English, so I
flunked the first grade. I was a

little older than the kids to begin with, so … that made me
even older,” said Arévalo.
Even though Arévalo is
titled the first Hispanic president of any four-year public
college university in Washington state, he feels that it is
unimportant to what really
matters: the students.
According to Arévalo, individuals with different cultural backgrounds help institutions and Eastern is going to
continue to change with ethnic composition increasing.
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Football receives ESPN feature
By Elohino Theodore
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staff writer
theodoreelohino@gmail.com

EWU FOOTBALL’S
FUTURE BIG GAMES

Eastern Washington football fans get to watch the Eagles
battle against Sam Houston
State on ESPN and the University of Washington for the second time next season, as well as
again in 2019.
EWU will kick off ESPN’s
2014 college football coverage next season as they face
off against Sam Houston State.
“It’s arguable that Aug. 23
could be the biggest day in athletic history,” director of athletics Bill Chaves said.
“We’ve been on ESPN2.
We’ve been on ESPNU. We’ve
been on ESPN3. But, we’ve never been on ESPN,” Chaves said.
Chaves also mentioned
the excitement behind Eastern
being represented on ESPN.
“Even though the number of
homes it penetrates is the same
as ESPN2, there’s something
distinct about being on their
major network,” Chaves said.
“For us to kick off college football, it’s the first and only game
on Aug. 23.”
According to wide receiver
coach Nicholas Edwards, playing on ESPN benefits Eastern
athletics. “It’s a good opportunity for us to showcase our talent,” Edwards said. “Recruits
see us and that gets our name
out there and helps out the uni- Eastern football will have five high-profile games in future seasons.
versity.”
In addition to competing meeting between the Eagles on a greater visibility and
on ESPN next season, EWU and the Huskies. In their publicity platform,” Chaves
football will battle against Pac-12 first meeting, Eastern lost by said. “Just because more
school University of Washington a narrow margin of 30-27 in folks are watching, hearing,
this year on Sept. 6 and in 2019. 2011 at Husky Stadium.
listening, it just gives you a
According to goeags.com, this
“I think it gives us the chance to promote Eastern in
will be the second and third ability to tell Eastern’s story a very visible way.”

The culminating event of
Sexual Assault Awareness
week is Voices Against
Violence, which will be
April 16 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. in the campus mall.
Visit EasternerOnline.com

education philosophy.
According to Dahir “D.J.”
Jigre, ASEWU president,
Arévalo is like Superman.
“Superman is known as the
man of steel. To the same aspect, I’d like to relate that to Dr.
[Arévalo]. He’s a man of steel,”
said Jigre. “Nothing can slow
him down. Anything he puts
his mind to, he gets it done.
That’s exactly who he is to me.
He’s a Superman. He’s a hero
to all of us.”
Arévalo worked as a provost at the University of Texas

Photo by Karissa Berg

“Whether Eastern has
another Hispanic president
or not isn’t going to make
a difference,” said Arévalo. “The population is just
out there, and Eastern has
become a stronger magnet
than the other five universities of students of different cultural backgrounds.
I think it’s destined to
change in that direction.”
Jigre believes that when
the board of trustees appointed Arévalo as president of EWU, they were not
looking at the fact that he
was a minority. He said that
he thinks they were looking
at who would bring Eastern
to the next stage.
“If they saw the qualities that we see now, then
honestly our board of
trustees made the right
choice,” said Jigre. “I think
that his education and his
ideas that he contributed
to the institution and being
part of Eastern really made
those things happen. ... It's
not about how diverse we
are, but it's about the creativity, the ideas that our
students bring to this institution itself that makes
Eastern better.”
Arévalo encourages all
students to go above and beyond what they once believed
they were unable to obtain.
“Achieve more than what
you had. … Sometimes,
it’s how you present the
knowledge that you have,
or the experience that
you have, that makes you
different,” said Arévalo.

April 16 is TRiO Day,
community service and
research endeavors
of TRiO and McNair
students. An exhibit
will be set up in
Monroe Hall 114 and
102 beginning at 1 p.m.

Lavender Graduation is
May 1 from 6-8 p.m. in
the Showalter Auditorium.
This event is sponsored
by the EWU Pride Center
and celebrates LGBTQIA
students from local
colleges and high schools.

The EWU spring job fair
is April 23 from 1-5 p.m.
at the South Hill Library
on South Perry Street in
Spokane. Attendees will
be given the opportunities
to speak with hiring
managers, get their

Aug. 23
Sam Houston State

Graphic by Kyle Pearson

According to goeags.com,
the Eagles will also compete
against the University of
Oregon in 2015 and Washington
State University in 2016.
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résumés reviewed and
receive advice on writing
effective cover letters.
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Bookworms unearth EWU’s best kept secret
By Aaron Bocook

staff writer
aaron.bocook13@gmail.com

Earle and Florence Stewart had no children and no
close family.
In 1989, they decided to
leave all of their money as
an endowment to EWU: the
Stewart Book Scholarship.
They wanted students to
have the opportunity to
experience a life outside of
their major or future profession by starting a personal library and attending
cultural events.
The scholarship is available each quarter, and students can either apply for
two books of up to a $250
value or one cultural event
up to $100, with an option
for the remaining $150 to go
towards a book.
Dr. Sarah Keller, program
director of Eastern’s Anthropology Department, said
Earle Stewart was a true renaissance man. Stewart was
a mentor for Keller when
she came to EWU as a young
professor and helped her
start the anthropology department at Eastern in 1966.
“I’m the only person at
Eastern who remembers
Earl Stewart. Stewart was
the man that hired me. He
was my department chair
and my mentor when I was
a new teacher,” Keller said.
“He had a Ph.D. in history,
but he was the head for sociology [at Eastern]. He discovered anthropology and
wanted us to have an [anthropology] department.

STEWART BOOK SCHOLARSHIP
What’s Awarded

Awards Guidelines

-Up to two books, or
-One ticket to a cultural
event plus one book, or
-One cultural event

A cultural event may be combined with a
book award. Up to $100 is allowed for one
cultural event. Any remaining funds, up to a
total of $250, may be used for one book.

HOW TO APPLY

1. Complete an online 2. Write a short essay.

Florence and Earle
Stewart Book
Scholarship Application.

3. Obtain a review of

the book(s) or cultural
event from a
professor, library or
internet source.

4. Submit the online

application before the
the fourth Friday of
each quarter.

TO APPLY VISIT access.ewu.edu/undergraduate-studies/stewart-book-scholarship
Graphic by Kyle Pearson

“He was very widely read
in his own personal life. He felt
that students, just because they
didn’t have money, shouldn’t
become very narrow in their
reading. He thought they
should have access to more
than just what their major and
occupation demanded they
have books for.”

According to Keller, the
scholarship is very specific
on several things. The Stewarts wanted students to have
books that were of lasting
value, so hardback books are
preferred over paperback.
Almanacs and similar books
that change over time are
generally not granted.

Cross rock concerts off
the list of events; theater,
symphony and other cultural events are what the
Stewarts intended students
to experience.
The endowment is also
very specific that nothing
electronic can be purchased
through the scholarship.

This means no CDs and no
software programs. The
committee has made exceptions for books on tape
for the blind and for books
which have been bundled
with an interactive disc.
The main goal of the
Stewarts, Keller said, was
for students to expand their

knowledge and experience.
Students cannot use the
scholarship to buy textbooks
or even contemporary publications from their major.
The scholarship is set up for
students to read books they
enjoy and experience events
simply for pleasure.
“It’s supposed to be selfish,” Keller said. “It isn’t
books that you want to read
to your children, it isn’t
books for your library for
your profession, it is books
that are for you personally,
authors you love to read or
topics you always wanted to
know more about.”
Keller said the committee approves a broad range
of books, from full volumes
of Shakespeare and Edgar Allen Poe to “Calvin
and Hobbes” and “The Far
Side” to books on religion
and philosophy.
EWU alumna Mindy Parsons, who graduated in 2009,
said she used the scholarship
almost every single quarter
she attended college.
“[The
Stewart
Book
Scholarship] is the best hidden gem at EWU,” Parsons
said. “It is a fantastic scholarship for those students that
just take the time to write out
an essay.”
Nick Tsyukalo, fifth-year
mathematics major at Eastern, said he has applied for
the scholarship at least five
times and found the process
to be very straightforward.
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EWU student reveals hometown’s
shock from mudslide devastation
By Wilson Criscione

staff writer
wilsoncriscione@gmail.com

Photo by Wilson Criscione
Top of the Line Seafood & Burgers, owned by Lonnie and Lashay Germain, strives to serve
fresh, quality dishes.

New restaurant serves simplicity
By Wilson Criscione

staff writer
wilsoncriscione@gmail.com

Lonnie and Lashay Germain are not interested in fancy decorations, flashy menus
or luxurious furniture.
Their restaurant, Top
of the Line Seafood &
Burgers, opened March
17 on First Street next to
Mitchell’s Harvest Foods,
and it mirrors the couple’s
no-nonsense personality.
“We’re not a country
club resort. Nothing like
that. We want a construction worker that just got off
work to come in here. We
want college students with

all their friends to come in
here. We want the retired
couple that’s out for a country drive to come in,” said
Lashay Germain, co-owner
of the restaurant.
They are chiefly concerned with the quality of
their food.
“It’s all fresh, all done by
hand, every day,” Lashay
Germain said.
She said they cut and
hand bread their fish multiple times a day. They hand
press their burgers, and
they make their own sauces.
Chelsea Witter, a senior
at EWU, already tried out
the new restaurant. Though
she described the tables as

“outdated” and was not
enthused with the “really
cheap table cloths,” but she
appreciated the food.
“The food was really
good,” Witter said. “It was
fresh, and it was cooked fast.
It wasn’t loaded with grease
or anything like that.”
The burgers, from the
Blazing Burger to the Unbeatable Eagle Burger,
range in price from $8 to
$12. The seafood menu is
slightly more expensive,
with the most pricey dish
being the Captain’s Platter
at $14.95.
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“It just didn’t seem
real,” said Ashley Garcia,
an EWU student.
Garcia is from Arlington,
Wash., which is just 12 miles
west of Oso, Wash., where a
massive mudslide devastated the small town and took
the lives of at least 36 people
as of April 11, according to
the Snohomish County Medical Examiner’s Office.
She was back in her
hometown hanging out with
her friends when she heard
the news.
Those who grew up in
Oso go to school in Arlington,
since Oso does not have its
own school district. The towns
are close to each other in more
ways than mere proximity,
and now Oso is relying on its
neighbor more than ever as it
recovers from tragedy.
Garcia said she immediately texted her friend in Oso
who she went to high school
with. She was relieved to
find out her friend’s family
was on the opposite side of
town from the mudslide.
But, Garcia knows plenty
of people personally affected
by the disaster.
She told the story of one
person from Darrington,

$ 1 OFF

OUR NEW PUB BURGER
exp. May 31st . Limit one per coupon per person per visit.

Wash., who was driving
through Oso right as the
mudslide occurred. The man
stopped to help an older man
find his wife, who was lost
in the landslide. When they
found her, all they found
were severed body parts.
“Most of the people who
have told stories are just
about people like that. Not
really anyone has found survivors,” Garcia said.
She said Oso and Arlington are small enough that
most people know each other.
“Pretty much everyone
was texting everyone to try to
find out if everyone was okay
and what was going on,” Garcia said. “As soon as it happened, everyone in Arlington
knew about it and people were
opening up their homes, and
the middle school in Arlington
opened up for people to come
and stay.”
The lives of hundreds of
people were in question when
the mudslide first occurred.
After four days, 90 people
were still missing. As of April
11, 36 people have been confirmed dead and seven people missing, according to the
Snohomish County Medical
Examiner’s Office. The majority of those still missing are
from Arlington.
The American Red Cross
reported that over 100 over-

night stays, nights people
stay at a shelter, have been
provided between Arlington
and Darrington.
Kyle Bustad, a public informations officer, said that
many displaced families
have been spread throughout
the area. Towns surrounding Oso, like Arlington, also
opened up their houses to
first responders.
He said people cleaning
out their closet and donating, while appreciated, are
not needed at this point because those affected by the
disaster do not have homes
to put items in. The best way
to help, he said, is to either
donate money or see if there
are any volunteer opportunities through places like the
Red Cross.
For survivors, Bustad
said that it is most important
for them to have someone to
talk to one-on-one.
While growing up in
Arlington, Garcia had not
considered that something
like this could happen. Even
though the town is in mudslide territory, she said people thought the mudslide
would occur on a different
part of the hill.
“No one knew what to
think,” Garcia said. “No one
was expecting something
like that to happen.”
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Diverse acts dazzle at talent show
By Katie Dunn

contributing writer
easterner.eaglelife@gmail.com

The crowd did not disappoint as they filled the room
with a human-made beat and
then cheers as Sharon Antoinette exited the stage.
Antoinette, a junior at
EWU, sang an original song
titled “We All.” It expressed
how everyone struggles but
must carry on. “I’m mainly
nervous to share my work
with people. I just want to
make an impression with the
audience,” she said.
Antoinette asked the audience to become her accompaniment by clapping and snapping during her performance.
“By the time it was over, I
felt complete,” Antoinette said.
A diverse group of students performed talents that
ranged from singing and dancing to stand-up comedy on
April 11 at Eastern’s Got Talent
in Showalter Hall. To be allowed on stage, everyone had
to send in video clip auditioins
for the Resident Hall Association to pick from.
Sydney Raymond, one of
the judges and one of the RHA
members who coordinated the
event, said 10 performances
were the most they could fit
within the twohour time frame.
The
show
started with a duet
of Lorde’s “Royals,” performed by
sisters Leanna and
Candy Astudillo.
Robbie Jensen
and Ben Price followed by singing
Ed Sheeran’s “I
See Fire.” For the
percussion, they
used a Cajón,
which is a six-sided box drum.
Up next was Danielle Terrell working the stage with
country singer Kellie Pickler’s
“I Wonder.”
Danny
Pham
gave
tribute to The Beatles by
playing “While My Guitar
Gently Weeps” on his
ukulele.

Ending the first half of the
show was Olivia Gahagan
with an acapella arrangement
of “Make You Feel My Love.”
After intermission, Austen
Julka-Lawrence entertained
the crowd with a comedy
routine highlighting life in
Dryden Hall. This included
the benefits of not having
a roommate and to the less
pleasant experiences of having
joint kitchens and restrooms.
Freshmen
Joe
Diego
serenaded the crowd with
“Payphone” by Maroon 5.
After he left the spotlight,
received a love confession @
EWURHA for Diego. This
was announced by MC Mike
Bowers, and the whole room
shared a laugh.
Bringing sparkle and enthusiasm to the stage in her
traditional Indian Anarkali
suit, a pink, ankle-length dress
embellished with crystals and
beads, Sapna Basy dazzled the
audience with original Bollywood-style choreography and
music.
The night ended with
“Pumped Up Kicks,” which
was sung by juniors Kyle Sauvé and Todd Membrey, who
were winners of this year’s
Battle of the Bands.
Five judges were selected
for this event: Jeffrey Sanders,
who is a lecturer
in the theater department, Interim
Campus
Police
Sergeant
Elvin
Bermudez, Chief
Housing Officer
Josh
Ashcroft,
Raymond and the
audience.
According to
Raymond,
the
RHA pulled judges from a variety
of places. Having
a police officer be
one of them is a
tradition that people like.
“The campus police do
not always get to be a part
of the fun things, so this
was a good chance [for
them],” said residential life
coordinator Rachel Briscoe.
Brock Sieb, residential
life coordinator and one of

“I just want
to make an
impression with
the audience.”

Sharon
Antoinette

TRiO awareness
programs connect
with community
By Kailee Dunn

staff writer
dunn.kailee@gmail.com

Photo by Sam Sargeant
Sapna Basy performed Bollywood-style dance on April 11.

the people responsible for
organizing the event, said
that the audience could
vote through Twitter.
The same method of voting was used in the Battle of
the Bands earlier this year
and seemed to work well,
which is why it was being
implemented in the talent
show, according to Sieb.
“Last year, we did a
text vote option but it cost
money. This way was free,”
said Sieb.
With all five votes cast, the
winners were announced.
In third place was Antoinette, in second Basy and

in first place, earning themselves the cash prize of $200,
was Sauvé and Membrey.
Regarding her experience
on stage, Antoinette said, “Incredible. It was just really invigorating. By the time it was
over, I felt complete.”
Sauvé and Membrey expressed their feelings of victory with, “Awesome.”
Winning both the Battle
of the Bands and the talent
show seemed unreal to the
two performers who teamed
up roughly two months ago.
As for their prize money,
they plan to spend it on music and gas.

According to a retention specialist, over half
of Eastern’s population
is eligible for the TRiO
program without even
knowing it.
Amy McGreevy works
as a retention specialist
for TRiO student support
services and said students
who are either first
generation, come from
a low-income family or
students with disabilities
may be eligible for the
TRiO program.
“TRiO is a federally
funded program. We’re
really trying to spread
and educate the campus
that TRiO is here,” McGreevy said.
TRiO member and
EWU graduate student
Arlene Delgado said the
program also helps with
retention.
“The TRiO program
is really there to guide
you and help provide
the services you need
and keeping you in college,” said Delgado.
To raise awareness
about the program, TRiO
is hosting an awareness
week, April 14-18.
Heather Veeder, who
is another retention specialist with TRiO student
support services, said
the awareness week will
focus on the members of
the program and their
success.
“In order to accomplish
that, we decided to do
a student expo and the
idea is to showcase what
the students are doing,”
Veeder said. “The types
of things that are going
to be showcased are the

McNair scholars … and
our civic leadership trip.”
The expo will take
place on April 16 from 1
p.m.-3 p.m. in Monroe
114, in parallel to TRiO’s
annual clothing drive,
which is being held until
April 18.
“It’s an event to raise
awareness and collect
donations,”
Delgado
said. “We literally will
put boxes in every single building on campus,
as well as in the dorms.
We ask for new or gently used clothes for the
local Cheney clothes
bank.”
McGreevy said the
goal of the event is to
bring attention to the
needs of the community.
“This event ... provides Cheney clothing
bank with their donations for the year.
Cheney is a small community. There aren’t a
lot of large scale organizations that can provide
the clothing bank itself
with that kind of service,” said McGreevy.
She said the TRiO
program helps to connect students to school,
but also the community.
“I think it’s beneficial for students to
see that they come to
Cheney as students,
but they’re not just students,” McGreevy said.
“They are citizens of
this community as well,
and I think [the clothing
drive] helps to connect
them to that.”
EWU freshman Molly Maas said getting involved has been her favorite part about TRiO.
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Emmy-winning actress to speak at Lavender Graduation
EWU Pride Center sponsors fifth-annual ceremony on May 1
By Nicole Ruse

copy editor
nicoleruse@live.com

The fifth-annual Lavender Graduation ceremony
will be hosted by EWU in
the Showalter Auditorium
on May 1, sponsored by
Eastern’s Pride Center.
The ceremony recognizes graduating LGBTQIA
students from Spokane-area
community colleges, universities and high schools.
Sandy Williams, EWU
pride center coordinator,
said the graduation ceremony keeps growing every
year upon each new incoming class.
“It is an opportunity for
the LGBTQIA community

in the Spokane area, and
especially our allies, to focus on the next generation.
To celebrate them, honor
them and to acknowledge
their role in changing
things for the better,” said
Williams in an email.
The students will be
acknowledged for their
successes and ability to
overcome challenges. The
ceremony will also recognize the students’ community service endeavours.
LGBTQIA students who
are going to graduate, or
who have recently graduated, from a local high
school or college are encouraged to participate.
Students who register for
the graduation ceremony

Cheney

100 E. Betz Road

509.235.1762

Qualchan
4019 S. Cheney-Spokane Rd
509.458.4019

Valid only at our 3 locations: Cheney, Airway Heights and Spokane Valley (11222 E Sprague Ave.)

BECOME A VIP WITH OUR NEW
MOBILE WEB APP!

page 3

Wandermere

12015 N. Division

509.465.2788

Sprague
Barker

11018 E. Sprague

509.926.3900

18815 E. Cataldo

509.458.4178

Orchard

2121 S. Orchard St.

253.301.0764

will receive a rainbow tassel,
lavender stole and a certificate of accomplishment.
The EWU Pride Center’s mission is to promote
campus inclusion and respect for diversity through
outreach programs and
education, as well as a
safe environment for the
LGBTQIA students, faculty and staff on campus.
Williams says the Lavender Graduation is her
favorite event of the year.
“Besides being fun, it is
also very emotional,” said
Williams. “I have watched
as students who maybe
started school scared or
unsure about themselves
have
blossomed
into
amazing young adults

ready to take on the world,
and the Lavender Graduation gives me the opportunity to share in that journey with them.”
The Lavender Graduation will feature student
speakers and will honor
friends and family members that graduating students specifically nominated to receive special
recognition for their support and inspiration.
This year’s keynote
speaker is Emmy-awardwinning actress, author
and producer Crystal
Chappell, who has starred
in television shows such
as “Guiding Light,” which
is about two mothers who
fall in love with each other.

She currently stars in the
television soap opera “The
Bold and the Beautiful” and
is an executive producer
for the political drama,
“Beacon Hill.”
Chappell is an outspoken ally for the LGBTQIA
community.
“I’m honored to be asked
to speak to these amazing
graduates,” said Chappell.
Before the graduation,
Chappell will be offering
a lecture in Showalter
Auditorium to discuss her
television fame, her new
book, “The Perfect Art of
Imperfection” and how
an award-winning actress
became a strong ally for
the gay community in
Hollywood.

Students
wanting to
participate in
the graduation
ceremony
must register
by contacting
Sandy
Williams at
509-359-7870,
or pride@ewu.
edu.

Cheney Liquor Store
we deliver !
509.235.6465 2720 1 st Street
Special orders
available

case discounts
available
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Musical roots, passion run in the family
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By Rebekah Frank
and Alla Drokina
for the easterner

EWU sophomore James
Fleming recently received
an email offering the
opportunity to travel to Los
Angeles to compete in the
Team Backpack contest.
Team Backpack is a collaboration to bring new talented
artists together with their fans
and help establish new fans.
People submit their YouTube
videos to the Team Backpack
website in hopes of being invited to perform in Los Angeles. Those artists who are
invited to compete have an
opportunity to reach their fans
and gain more exposure.
The Team Backpack
website says, “Our ultimate goal is to create and
promote a positive environment to connect individual artists to their fans
without the major labels.”
James Fleming is one
of the artists who received
a callback and will be performing May 16-18.
His main concern is not
winning. He said his idea
of a successful outcome is
networking — establishing
necessary connections and
gaining a certain kind of
exposure by making connections with other bands.
James Fleming works
with his brother and fellow
Eagle, Cameron Fleming,
when producing his music.
Both brothers started rapping at an early age. Being
the older brother, James

Fleming began rapping
first, and Cameron Fleming followed quickly behind when he formed a rap
group in high school called
the Omegas.
Cameron Fleming said his
music back then was just for
fun with his friends. However, James Fleming noticed
Cameron Fleming improving with each production.
Looking back now, Cameron
Fleming said his work with
the Omegas makes his ears
hurt due to the immaturity
of his skills.
Now, the brothers have
made great progress in
their music, and James
Fleming said he has had
many people contact him
about how much they enjoy his music.
James Fleming’s desire
is for others to discover a
relatability in his music. He
describes a kind of vulnerability that is necessary to
put out certain material.
Although James Fleming
enjoys party music, his true
goal is to make music people
can use as a sort of outlet.
“There’s party music which
I like to make because when
you perform at a show everyone just gets bucking. They
jump up and down like crazy,
and then there is music I like
to speak to people specifically
with,” said James Fleming.
He wants his music to
reach people in a relatable
way, especially teenagers.
James Fleming said he has
a great passion for helping
people. His main goal is to

Photo contributed by Cameron Fleming
Brothers James and Cameron Fleming pump up an excited crowd during a performance at Rokkos Teriyaki in downtown Cheney.

give kids someone to look up
to and to be a leader for them.
James Fleming explained
that this passion comes from
not having much of a mentor while growing up. His
mother and his brother were
his main supporters when he
was younger, and he understands that many kids do not
even have that.

“Get to the younger
kids and let them know,”
said James Fleming. “Keep
your mind right. Keep the
right path.”
He said he really appreciates his brother’s help
with his music. Cameron
Fleming does most of the
beats and final touches for
James Fleming’s songs.

“It seems like a studio
just took my tracks, my
raw vocals and turned it
into something … amazing,” said James Fleming.
EWU alumnus Dominique
Small has worked with both
brothers while producing music. Small said these two are
great to work with and have a
passion for what they do.

“Cam and James [Fleming] are two awesomely
personable guys with a
very clear passion for the
art of hip-hop. You don’t
even have to know them
at all to see it. Just to see
their energy on stage and
the way it transfers to the
crowd, it’s an experience
for sure,” said Small.

Are you involved with
any community service
projects?
Tweet us your answers

@EasternerOnline

think
summer
Get to the top faster
ewu.edu/summer
EWUSummerSession

@EWUSummer

Photo contributed by Deacon Band
Greenhouse Solutions Inc. built a fully-functional greenhouse to sell at the Building Dreams auction.

Seniors build dreams for at-risk youth
The program ‘Bright Futures for Our Kids’ support Spokane youth

By Rebekah Frank

staff writer
reininchic10@gmail.com

As EWU seniors presented their last project for
tech class, they were not
only presenting their product to a few peers and community members but their
projects will be sold at this
year’s “Building Dreams
— Bright Futures for Our
Kids campaign.”
The “Building Dreams
— Bright Futures for Our
Kids” campaign started
as the “Playhouse Project”
in which members of
the Spokane community
would build playhouses
and donate them to the
community center to be
auctioned off.
The
proceeds
last
year reached $48,344 and
went to youth programs
that were in need of
funding due to budget
cuts, according to the city
of Spokane news article,
“Councilmembers Fagan,
Salvatori, Allen co-chair
‘Building
Dreams
—
Bright Futures for Our
Kids.’”
EWU lecturer of con-

struction
management
Deacon Band assigned his
tech class, consisting of
all EWU seniors, to build
something to donate to
the auction.
He said, in
the lines of
construction
management,
the
students not
only need to
know how to
build things,
but it is also
really
important
to
give back to
the community.
Band said his students
were thrilled at the idea of
building something to donate and help at-risk kids
in the community. EWU
senior Michael Payne was
one of those involved in the
building and presenting.
His group was called Micro
Homes Unlimited, and they
built a sheriff’s office playhouse.
During their presentation, the members of Micro
Homes Unlimited discussed
the process of building the

playhouse and how much
work went into it. They also
presented everything they
learned and the trials they
faced while building the
playhouse.
“The main
thing that I can
take away from
this project is
the amount of
effort it takes
to complete a
project within
a short time period. From creating the first
set of working
drawings
to
assembling the
last part,” said
Payne.
One of his classmates,
Brandon Murphy, agreed
that this project did take a
lot of work and time. Murphy’s group name was
Greenhouse Solutions Inc.,
and they built a fully-functional greenhouse. During their presentation, the
group estimated 76 hours
were spent building the
greenhouse and stressed the
importance of meeting and
planning ahead of time.
“I learned how planning

“All of our
sponsors have
stepped up and
said, ‘These kids
are worth it.’”

Kim Ferraro

can really make a project run.
Without it, we could not have
gotten our project or our book
done on time,” said Murphy.
Murphy was glad he
gained some experience
building and helping kids in
the community.
“I am hoping to see the
proceeds from our project
help at-risk youth in Spokane
by supporting after-school
activities and clubs to help
them succeed in their goals,”
said Murphy.
After the presentations
were done, Kim Ferraro, executive director of the West
Central Community Center
and founder of “Building
Dreams — Bright Futures
for Our Kids,” took the floor.
She thanked all the sponsors
who donated materials to the
groups and the students for
all their hard work.
“You have no idea
what these projects are
going to do for the youth
in our community. …
This program, Bright Futures for Our Kids, is going to grow and grow and
grow because … all of our
sponsors have stepped up
and said, ‘These kids are
worth it,’” said Ferraro.
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Police Beat
By Amye Ellsworth

managing editor
easterner.me@gmail.com

April 7
9:30 p.m.

Suspended license

A man was pulled over for driving 35 mph in a 25 mph
zone. The man only had a student identification and
not a driver’s license. His license had previously been
suspended for unpaid tickets. He was arrested with a
third degree suspension, cited and released.

Photo by Sam Sargeant
Eliot Drushella and Holly Johnson talk to students in the PUB about the TRiO clothing drive.

Trio:

Continued from page 3
“In high school, I didn’t really know how to get involved
in my community, and now,
after taking the civic leadership class, I really understand
how to do it,” said Maas.
As Maas mentioned, the
civic leadership class is just one
of the classes offered by TRiO.
They encourage students to take part in a civic
leadership conference.

“We had a bunch of
speakers. We had senators
and congressman. We got
to see what they do and
we got to see the capital,”
Maas said.
Delgado added that these
trips are a learning experience.
“It was definitely getting a perspective from the
representatives side but
also noticing that we can
push for change and make
sure our voices are heard,”
said Delgado.
Veeder said these are
just a few of the activities

that TRiO offers.
“If a student knows that
they need support and they
might be eligible, they can
come in, and they can find
out,” Veeder said.
Delgado, who is a
first generation student,
said TRiO has helped her
achieve success and develop confidence.
“It’s a scary experience,
and you don’t know much
about college or the process
and the services, but TRiO
is there to guide you,”
Delgado said.

For more information on TRiO, call 509-359-6299 or email
McGreevy at amcgreevy@ewu.edu.

Football:

Continued from Front
This will give EWU six
years worth of games against
Pac-12 schools.
Chaves explained how
coaches usually prepare their
teams when playing on a big
stage. “In the sport of football
you only have one [game] a
week,” Chaves said. “I think
there’s a preparation level
that’s consistent week to week.
When we go play [the University of Washington] on Sept. 6,
certainly our guys are going to
feel the largeness of the game.”
Edwards mentioned how

Scholarship:

Continued from page 2
“You fill in an application
online [and] do a little write-up
for each book or cultural event
that you’d like to be compensated for,” Tsyukalo said. “A
few days after the deadline, I
think I knew whether I was approved or not. I’ve definitely
only had positive experiences
with the scholarship.”
After the application is
submitted, Keller and a committee of six to seven members make decisions based
on their interpretation of the
Stewarts’ wishes.
Keller said that prior to
the current economic recession, the entire $10,000 to
$12,000 budget was all used
every quarter, but now ap-

coaches keep players from being distracted when playing
in a popular game during the
season. “I think the kids don’t
get too distracted. They just
focus on day-to-day activity,”
Edwards said. “Our guys do a
good job of buying into coach
Baldwin’s product.”
“We change our game plan
for whoever we face against,
but we don’t do anything different,” Edwards said. “Another opponent is another opponent, so we’re going to attack
them the best way we feel like
we need to.”
Chaves mentioned that prior to 2011, University of Washington never played an FCS

school. Eastern was the first
FCS school the Huskies went
up against.
“They had a scheduling philosophy that they
would never play an FCS
school,” Chaves said. “Then
that changed, and then they
opened the door.”
According to Chaves, fans
have not reacted to the upcoming football schedule yet,
with the football season being
months away. “The media has
picked up on it a little bit. It is a
little bit early. It’s still only April.”
“I think as we get closer, especially past July 4, I think people will start really gearing up
and missing college football.”

plications for the scholarship are in a slump.
“The word was out back
then,” Keller said. “We had
to prioritize because we
spent it all each quarter.
The portfolio went underwater during the recession.
We didn’t have enough
money for a year or two,
and word didn’t seem to
get out after that when it
revived.”
“I think it’s an opportunity
that by far most students
forgo, sadly,” Tsyukalo said.
“Basically, unless you’re too
lazy to write, quite literally, a
single paragraph on why you
want a particular book, there
is really no good reason to not
take advantage of it.”
Parson also said she was
always surprised by the
number of students who had

heard about the scholarship but had never bothered to apply.
According to Keller,
money that could be utilized
by students goes unused
each quarter, but she is hoping for a renaissance of the
scholarship. She encourages
all of her students to apply,
and as long as she is at Eastern, she said she will do her
best to see that the Stewarts’
wishes are fulfilled.
“I’m there because I
knew [Stewart] and was
a great personal friend of
him and his wife Florence.
I’m there to interpret what
he wanted,” Keller said.
“We try to follow the letter of making people more
broadly based and have a
life outside of their profession and to want to read.”

Illustration by Vania Tauvela

restaurant:

Continued from page 2

Inside, a wooden anchor
and captain’s wheel hang
next to a painting of a ship at
sea. Mirrors and inexpensive
decorations occupy the rest of
the wall. The couple said they
plan on putting a sign outside in the coming weeks and
painting the exterior.
Lashay Germain said the
name “Top of the Line” came
to them when they were purchasing equipment for their
drive-thru restaurant in Chattaroy, Wash. They were going
to call it “The Five Star Food
Shack,” but when co-owner
and cook Lonnie Germain
kept wanting to buy the best
equipment, Lashay finally
said, “Quit it. Everything can’t
be top of the line.”
Lonnie Germain decided
this was the perfect name for a
restaurant geared toward the
working-class family.
The decision to open a
restaurant in Cheney was

Arévalo:

Continued from Front

Jigre hopes to be a
president of a university one
day. Eastern, he said, would
be his very first pick if he had

almost as spontaneous as
how they named it.
“We just figured we’d
move to anywhere we’d
find a building,” Lashay
Germain said.
They found the building
on Craigslist, and once Lashay
Germain decided it was a
good idea, they went for it,
according to Lonnie Germain.
“She liked it. That was
the end of the thought,”
Lonnie Germain said before adding: “We looked
at a lot of them. She liked
this place, and we liked the
town and looked up the
population, you know, minus the college kids, and it
seemed like they had a decent enough population to
help support a business.”
Lonnie Germain said
college
students
cover
about one-third of their
customer base. The rest of
the business comes from
families and retired couples.
Before the restaurant
opened, he said the only
time he had been to Cheney

was when he would fish at
Rock Lake. He hopes people
going to lakes or to Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge will make up some of
the difference in the summer when students are out
of town.
Both Lashay and Lonnie
Germain have worked in the
food business for a while. Lashay began working as a carhop at Sonic when she was 16,
and Lonnie owned a fish and
chips vending trailer before
opening the Top of the Line
drive-thru in Chattaroy.
Lonnie Germain said
he wants to go back to the
way people used to cook,
with everything being
handmade and nothing
pre-done.
“Everything’s modernized. You can’t get away
from that,” he said. “But,
they took the flavor right out
of food, and we decided to
put it back. So, that’s what I
think makes us different.
“That, and my worldfamous fish and chips.”

to choose because of how
inspired he was by Arévalo
and his time here.
“I do want to really
follow in his footsteps and
be that type of role model
to show other students
that, you know what, you

can do anything. As long
as you put your mind to
it, you can accomplish
anything. That’s honestly
what he represents. He does
represent that model to the
point where it is true,” said
Jigre. “Start something big.”

April 8
4:14 p.m.
Theft

A backpack was reported stolen from the JFK Library.
It was a Nike backpack and contained a GoPro that was
rented from the university. The backpack held around
$450 worth of goods. There are no suspects at this time.

April 9

10:24 p.m.

Drugs and alcohol

A CA recognized an odor of marijuana coming from the
fifth floor of Pearce Hall. The police discovered that the students had been drinking and there were empty alcohol cans
in the room. No marijuana was found, and police only noticed a faint odor on one individual’s clothing.

April 10
6:50 p.m.

Trespassing

A female was trying to enter snyamncut hall because she
had gotten into a verbal argument with a male. When the
two were confronted by hall residents, the male said he
would just walk away. The other individuals thought they
saw him physically fighting with another group of people.
The police were called, but the dispute was verbal only.

10:04 p.m.
Vandalism

A bathroom sink on the fourth floor of Kingston was
moved away from the wall, causing a drain pipe to break.
There are no suspects at this time.

11:26 p.m.
Trespassing
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An individual was found under the stage in the PUB
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In this situation, the male was cited and released.
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A paper towel dispenser was broken off the wall of the
men’s bathroom on the second floor of the Computer Engineering Building, resulting in $200 worth of damage.

7:24 a.m.

Malicious mischief

Illustration by Elsa Schmitz
An individual was found under the stage in the PUB MPR. It turned out to be the same male who had been on meth and
trespassing in the PUB the previous week. In this situation, the male was cited and released.

April 12

9:46 p.m.

Alcohol violation

Two individuals were referred to Student Rights and
Responsibilities after being intoxicated in the Pearce
Hall lobby.

10:21 p.m.

Alcohol violation

A man was walking down the middle of F Street
He could barely stand and appeared to be highly
intoxicated. The male was 19 years old and had a
blood alcohol level of 0.28. He was very belligerent
and was cursing excessively. Police brought him to
his dorm in Pearce Hall and called medics to check
him because of his high blood alcohol levels. After
the medics released him and determined he was in a
stable condition, the student was cited and released.

April 12

10:47 p.m.

Marijuana violation

A CA noticed a strong odor of marijuana on a non-student
on the fourth floor of Dressler Hall. She had a medical marijuana card and was also over 21 years of age. In this type of
situation, the police provide the individual with the option of
either turning over the marijuana until the following Monday or escorting the individual off of campus. The individual
chose to be escorted off campus.

April 14
11:56 a.m.
Theft

A student left her white iPhone 4 in her book bag while
she went to purchase food in the PUB. She returned to
find it was stolen. There are no suspects at this time.

Tip of the Week:

1:06 a.m.

Alcohol violation

Five females, four from Gonzaga and one from EWU,
were referred to Student Rights and Responsibilities for
alcohol consumption.

2:46 p.m.

Marijuana violation

An individual on the seventh floor of Dressler Hall was in
a dorm room with his girlfriend. He had under 40 grams
of marijuana on him, and because he was under 21 years
of age, he was cited and released for possession.

Remember that if you
choose to have guests
in your dorm, you are
responsible for
their actions.
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Easterner Asks

David Lang

“Maybe it should be
raised for particular
students, but that is hard
to control.”

“I don’t think it would
right now, but maybe
as an older student,
I might need to print
more.”

Monica Hoblin

Melissa Amsden

Natalie Jones

“I just brought my printer
from home when I ran
out of credit. Maybe they
should give students more
depending on what major
they have.”

“Yes, it would because
design students have to
reprint a lot of assignments.
Maybe if they offered
different plans so you could
pick what you needed.”

Robert Foster

Devante Smith

“I would say no because I
never use my credit up all
the way.”
Luke Brosvik

Question for next week: ”Where do you tend to purchase textbooks for class?”

’Diablo III:’ Reaper Summer is a bummer
with
high
tuition
costs
of my social life
staff writer
chrismudd@eagles.ewu.edu

A few years
after the initial
release of “Diablo III,” Blizzard Entertainment
returns
to the world of
Sanctuary with
a renewed enMudd
thusiasm. Their
work is evident in the absolutely
exhilarating experience from
playing the expansion “Diablo III:
Reaper of Souls.”
Blizzard has cemented their
reputation in the PC gaming
community over the years by
presenting aesthetically pleasing visuals and stellar game play.
Their games play off a collection
of well-paced and rewarding
gameplay moments. It’s an addiction like “World of Warcraft”
and “Starcraft” before. “Reaper of
Souls” is no different.
Every ability your character
casts feels powerful, and the effects on the field are palpable. The
differences between the varying
classes of the game, including the
new Crusader class, feel particular to their archetype: the support

class, the ranged fighter and the
melee brawler. Each class has their
own individual niche, and each are
extremely useful in their own way
as you push your way through the
higher difficulty levels.
Beyond just your character,
the environments in the new
“Act V” of the story feel fresh and
show that Blizzard was certainly
listening to the complaints from
the initial release of “Diablo III,”
where the visuals were somewhat
brighter than long time “Diablo”
fans had come to expect. “Act V”
reeks of death, and the shadows
loom over the course of the five or
six hour adventure. You feel like
the people genuinely need someone to save them, and you’re the
one to do it as opposed to the first
four acts where you may just be
in the right place at the right time.
The soundtrack and the sound design in general also show an improvement, with rousing combat music and
percussion cutting in at just the right
moments. Whoever scripted that
in the games code is a genius, because this is one of the few PC games
that have come out over recent years
where the in-game music feels like
an enjoyable part of the experience
and I choose to keep it on, as opposed to just opening another window for music in the background.

A child to help their
dreams come true.

The search for better loot has
never been more satisfying. Blizzard has implemented a new system called loot 2.0 for the expansion.
The system essentially guarantees,
for the most part, that every piece
of gear that drops will be suitable
for the current way you’re running
your character. Drop rates for rare
and legendary items have been upgraded, but still feel sparse enough
to make their dropping exciting.
The single player experience does
pale in comparison to getting a few
buddies together to clear the demons
as a group. The real fun of playing
single player comes from the first
play through of the campaign, and
a while through the new adventure
mode. But even after a few days of
running through adventure mode’s
randomly generated dungeons, it
starts to feel like a grind.
Yet, that disappears when
your friends join you. I’ve spent
the better part of the weekends
since release playing with three
to four people, and each time the
hours fly by in spouts of panicked
yelling and laughter.
Simply put, the game is worth
the price if you’re a fan of “Diablo” or if you have friends with a
similar interest in the game.
Bring down the angel of death.
You’ll enjoy every second of it.

By Elsa Schmitz

opinion editor
easterner.opinion@gmail.com

Summer is fast
approaching, and
students everywhere
are grappling with
the decision between
taking summer
courses and having
enough spending
money to actually
Schmitz
take a vacation.
With the cost per credit of tuition
remaining the same between regular classes and summer classes, it
hardly seems logical to pay the same
amount for a class that is going to be
taken in a shorter amount of time.
For those of us who are struggling to
graduate in a timely manner without
being forced to take summer classes
or remain on campus for a quarter
or two to fit in some missed general
education requirements, this can be
a real dilemma.
I would absolutely love to take my
remaining humanities requirement
over this summer. Unfortunately, my
car broke down the other week and
no longer functions. I can’t afford to
pay normal price for my credits and
be able to search for another car.
Other universities have similar
problems but ultimately charge less
for summer credits. Washington

$16,000 to help yours.
When you become an egg donor, you make dreams come true.
Help fulfill someone’s dream to have a child by donating a very
small portion of your eggs, and we’ll pay you up to $16,000 to help
you fulfill your dream. Learn more about our Spokane egg donor
program and benefits at nwcryobank.com.
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“I think the $9 is a good
amount and maybe
offering options for
certain majors.”

“Would it help you to have the
print credit amount raised? If
so, how much would you
want it to be raised?”

“I don’t need more, but I
can see how others might
need more money.”

SPORTS
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State University usually charges
about $570 per credit during the
regular school year, but summer
credits only cost $494. This $76
might not seem like a huge difference, but to a poor college student,
every little bit counts.
Eastern always attempts to recruit students for summer every
year, but I feel that a huge negative to this program has always
been the cost of attendance for
students. Whenever I entertain the
idea of taking summer classes, be
they for fun or for graduation requirements, the first thing that always comes to my mind is the cost.
Pricing of credits should be the
first thing that the summer program takes a look at when they
are preparing for summer 2015.
Perhaps a lowering of cost will allow more students to register for
classes, making up for any potential loss from the decline in price.
The potential is there; many
students often reference the fun
classes that are offered only during summer, such as a class on
“Harry Potter“ or “Lord of the
Rings.“ While other students
would love to finish school early
by taking classes in the summer.
I suppose for now we are all resigned to either paying the high cost
to take those classes or waste our
summer away tanning poolside.

Job Openings:
Editor-in-Chief

Ad Manager

•Oversee editorial
operations
•hire & supervise staff
•Make editorial
decisions
•Write, report, edit
& design content for
newspaper &
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advertising dept.
•sell online & print
advertising, bill clients
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Junior quarterback Vernon Adams looks for an open man during a spring football scrimmage before the annual Red-White game on April 26.

Photo by Sam Sargeant

Young team prepares for competitive fall season
By Ayanna Fernandez
staff writer
ayannaky@gmail.com

Eastern Washington University’s football
team has been putting in a lot of work during
the offseason to prepare mentally and physically for the upcoming season.
Head coach Beau Baldwin said that the
team’s hard work is paying off.
“One thing I think the boys, coach [Amir
Owens] and his staff did well was working
out certain movements and flexibility levels,”
Baldwin said. “Certain things they do from a
burst standpoint, when we test them in short
shuttles or verticals, things of that nature and
I think it’s showing up on the field.”
The hard work of two Eagle’s has not
gone unnoticed. Freshman defensive back
D’londo Tucker and freshman wide receiver Nic Sblendorio have been marked this
spring’s players to watch.
“[Tucker] brings a ton of athleticism,” defensive coordinator coach John Graham said.
“He’s a playmaker and has great speed, great
feet and length. I am just really excited to see
how he progresses this spring.”
Graham says that although Tucker is
young and has not played a lot, he hopes
Tucker will have a huge impact on the team.
“We need to create more turnovers and
be more physical on receivers and cut down
how many passing yards we gave up last
year,“ Graham said. “[Tucker] will have to
be a big part of.“
Wide receiver coach Nicholas Edwards
believes that Sblendorio will be a positive asset to the team.
“One asset [Sblendorio] will bring is
being a smart football player,” Edwards
said. “He knows how to run each route according to each coverage.”

Head coach Beau Baldwin motivates his team for the upcoming season.

Although Sblendorio has never competed
at this level, Edwards still expects him to perform as if he has.
“Things I look forward to with [Sblendorio]
is for him to compete at a high level,” Edwards
said. “I want to see [Sblendorio] take each rep
like it’s a game rep.”
Edwards said Sblendorio will impact the
team on several different levels.
“[Sblendorio] will impact the team by
doing everything right,” Edwards said. “In

the classroom, weight room and on the field.
[Sblendorio] will lead by his actions.”
The Eagles losing so many players due
to graduation, opens opportunities to the
younger players like Sblendorio.
Sblendorio picked up some useful tips
that will benefit his game from spending his
first year redshirting.
“I learned how to prepare for games,”
Sblendorio said. “I was watching all the seniors last year — like Ashton Clark and

Fraternity relays for ALS research
By Kailee Dunn

staff writer
dunn.kailee@gmail.com

A marathon is 26.2 miles, the Phi
Delta Theta fraternity, however, has
vowed to run a little over six times that
length for a good cause.
From April 18-20 the men of
EWU’s Phi Delta Theta fraternity
will start their 170-mile journey from
their fraternity house on campus
to the Wild Horses Monument in
Vantage, Wash.
The 170-mile relay is known as the
Iron Phi, which is the fraternity’s annual event to raise money for their philanthropic focus to fight amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, or ALS.
According to the ALS Association’s website, ALS is more commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. This organization leads the
fight in research to find a cure.
“ALS is a neurodegenerative
disease that affects your motor
skills. It can happen to anyone,”

Photo by Sam Sargeant

said Phi Delta Theta’s philanthroThe members include Alek Behpy chair Brandon Hoff.
rends, Cory Blyth, Nick Shelford
Tanner Whitaker, a member of Phi and Nick Sweeney.
Delta Theta and an EWU freshman,
According to EWU junior and
explained that the memPresident of Phi Delta
bers would not be runTheta Scott Janney, ALS
ning the whole way.
was chosen for their na“ALS is a
“It’s like a relay race.
tional philanthropy for
One person will run neurodegenerative a specific reason.
three miles and then
“Lou Gehrig was
we’ll switch out,” Whita- disease that affects a Phi Delt. They still
your motor skills. haven’t been able to find
ker said.
On April 5, the sun was
so that’s why we
It can happen to adocure,
shining as the members
it,” Janney said.
anyone.”
of the fraternity each ran
According to the
3.1 miles around the Roos
Iron Phi website,
Field track to practice their
“’We enjoy life by
Brandon Hoff
portion of the relay.
the help and society
This is the second anof others.’ This is,
nual Iron Phi relay. Last
in fact, is our open
year the fraternity raised over $6,500. motto and explains our chapter’s
Since the beginning of the year, desire to help others through the
EWU’s Phi Delta Theta has raised Iron Phi initiative.”
over $10,000 for the ALS Association.
To donate to the Phi Delta
“We have four members that Theta’s philanthropy, visit ironhave raised $1,000 plus by them- phi.org and search for the chapter
selves,” Janney said.
Washington Epsilon.

Cooper Kupp — and how they prepared for
games. That’s something I’m definitely going
to take with me to prepare for this season, as
well as little techniques.”
Sblendorio is also hoping to stay healthy
this year. “I’ve been working on my speed,”
Sblendorio said. “As well as working on getting in and out of breaks and being able to
further my jumping ability as well.”
When it comes to the pressure of filling
the veteran’s shoes, Sblendorio says he does
not feel any.
“I don’t try to fill shoes,” Sblendorio said.
“I’m just trying to be who I am and see where
the chips falls.”
“Yeah there is kind of a little pressure
but nothing too much I can’t handle,” Tucker
said. “I’ve been here before.”
During this offseason, Tucker has been
working on his game to become better.
“I’ve been working on my cardio doing
cardio drills,” Tucker said. “I been working
and asking TJ Lee and everyone for advice
and things I should do.”
Tucker played in a few snaps last season
and gained some necessary knowledge.
“One thing I learned last year was the
speed of the game,” Tucker said. “This season I’ll be more comfortable on the field.“
“But with both those guys,” Baldwin
said, “we recruited them with the mindset
that they both have the ability, the toughness
and the pedigree that we expected big things
from them throughout their career and potential with both of them helping us early,
which I can see both of them doing next year
as long as they stay on the right path.”
The Red-White Spring game is April 26 at
2 p.m. on Roos Field.
Eastern football season will commence
Aug. 23 at 12:30 p.m. against Sam Houston
State at the Inferno.
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Eastern gallops through Pelluer Invite
By Elohino Theodore

staff writer
theodoreelohino@gmail.com

The Eastern track and field
team competed on April 12 at
Roos Field, where the Eagles
earned six more Big Sky Conference qualifying marks and
had 18 event winners.
Senior
hurdler
Steven
Warner and junior thrower
Olivia Midles thought Eastern
performed well at the Pelluer Invite. “As a school I think we killed
it,” Warner said. “It was a great
preview of what a lot of guys can
do. I think things clicked for a lot
of people on Saturday.”
“I think we represented ourselves very well,” Midles said.
“A lot of our athletes have been
training really hard, I think we
did a good job at getting a lot of
[personal records].”
The event started out with
Midles earning a personal record
of 195-10 in the hammer throw.
Midles’ record ranked her second
in school history.
Midles is getting closer to the
top school record of 199-8 set by
Nicole Luckenbach in 2010.
“I think I did pretty well, I’m
excited about it,” Midles said.
“I [personal recorded] by about
seven feet so that’s exciting.”
Sophomore thrower Kelsie
Forcier also earned a personal record of 180-9; this put her in second place in the hammer throw.
Forcier also earned second place
in the shot put event with a Big
Sky qualifying throw of 45-7 1/2.
Junior thrower Emma Murillo placed third in the hammer throw and qualified with
a throw of 179-11. Another
thrower who qualified to play
at the Big Sky conference meet
was Vania Tauvela who tossed
165-6 in the hammer throw, a
solid throw for fifth place.
Gaining a personal record in
the shot put, sophomore thrower Morgan Romey threw 48-6
1/4, while freshman thrower Sa-

SPORTS
Sports Bulletin
By Amye Ellsworth

managing editor
easterner.me@gmail.com

Track and Field
The Eagles gain six more qualifying marks at
the Pelluer Invitational on April 12. This brings
them up to a grand total of 31 athletes, 11 men
and 20 women, that will be heading to the Big
Sky Outdoor Championships from May 14-17
in Flagstaff, Ariz.

Men’s Tennis
Photo by Karissa Berg
Nick Anthony, Austin Upmeyer and Brad Michael run the 400-meter sprint against Montana State.

mantha Baker qualified for the
Big Sky Championships in the
javelin throw with a toss of 1399 1/2 to earn fourth place.
Freshman pole vaulters
Anandae Clark and Courtney
Bray each had personal records.
Both Eagles reached a height of
12-4 in the pole vaulting event.
Clark ended up placing first,
and Bray placed second.
Senior thrower Jon Buchanan had a throw of 56-10 in
the shot put event. He earned
third place in the hammer
throw with a toss of 193-5.
Junior thrower Jordan Arakawa
also had a good performance in
the hammer with a toss of 216-8;
senior thrower Zack Nielson had
success when he passed 200 feet
in the hammer throwing event.
Nielson won t -he discus event
with a throw of 161-11.
Senior sprinter Whitney
Leavitt had a time of 25.54 in the
200-meter race, senior sprinter
Angelica Rodriguez had a time
of 58.48 in the 400-meter race

and junior distance runner
Katie Mahoney had a time of
2:17.73 in the 800-meter race.
The women’s 4x100 relay
team had a time of 47.43 and
the 4x400 team finished with
a time of 3:59.26. The men’s
4x400 team also won their race
with a time of 3:21.24.
Sophomore sprinter Kyle
Caviezel qualified for the
Big Sky Championship in the
100-meter race with a time
of 10.77. Sophomore sprinter
Obinna Nnadi finished in
second place in the same race
with a personal best time of
10.92. Warner had a time of
14.50 in the 110-meter hurdles. Warner hurdled to first
place by a millisecond.
Junior sprinter Brad Michael came in first place and
freshman sprinter Austin
Upmeyer finished in second
place in the 400-meter race.
Both of their times could not
be recorded because of a timing system error.

Junior distance runner Quin
Olivas succeeded in the 800-meter race with a time of 1:57.21.
Freshman jumper Trenton
Osborn had a distance jump
of 45-6 1/2 in the triple jump
event. He launched into a
good performance in the long
jump with a distance jump of
23-4 1/2 to earn first place.
Warner explained how Pelluer
changed the way he will compete
during the rest of the season. “I
thought my start and everything
was pretty good in the race,” Warner said. “I know I can work a little
bit more on just trying to be quicker over the top of the hurdles.”
Midles is focused on staying
with her game plan as a thrower. “I’m going to try to keep everything as normal as possible,”
Midles said. “I’m just trying to
keep up with the consistency.”
The Eastern track and field
team will be competing on
April 16-19 in California at the
Mt. SAC relays and the Long
Beach Invitational.

The team narrowly lost to Northern Arizona,
4-3, on April 12. They will conclude their regular season this week, with meets on April 15
at Whitworth, April 18 at Montana State and
April 19 at the University of Montana.

Women’s Tennis
The team will head into their final game of the
regular season with a 10-game losing streak.
They recently lost 4-3 to Weber State on April
11 and 5-2 on April 13 to Southern Utah. Their
next game is April 20 at Portland State.

Football
April 12 was the first scrimmage for spring football.
Reece Mahaffy, a walk-on running back, boasted
39 yards to lead the team. Another highlight of the
game was freshman Moe Roberts’ 75-yard interception run. April 19 is the next scrimmage, and April
26 is the Red vs. White annual game at Roos Field.

